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merited injury from him, or at least from his partisans,
not disavowed as far as I have ever heard of by him.
But the point which I considered was, whether my own
friends and connections were doing right. Was I to
separate myself from them merely because I might
without positive treachery, and when the result would
have been the promotion of my own personal advantage ?
I may ask how you would feel if I had done so, and I
feel confident of what your feeling would have been by
my own, whenever I only imagine myself in such a
situation. It is much easier to be too fond of office and
fortune than too indifferent about them. I do not
profess any unmeaning indifference on such subjects;
but I have experienced before that it is wise for private
happiness to keep these desires extremely temperate,
and not to reckon on any of the objects of ambition as
our own or essential to us. Keep worldly ambition
enough to fill your sail and excite exertion, but do not
let it drive the ship before it. I am writing this as
hard as I can, &c.'

This letter was forwarded by Lord Minto's son to his
grand-uncle, the old Admiral who has been so often
mentioned as living on Teviotside, and, in his quiet
seclusion there, as listening with keen sympathy to the
letters read to him by Lady Minto, which brought be-
fore him the interests, the struggles, the passions of
political life. With him lived, as has been said before,
his sister Jane, who had had some share in directing
the early education of her eldest nephew; and both